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*Constantme, who had gone to Smyrna to lead the Greek forces and had hoped to be crowned Emperor in Constantinople, left the country and died a few months later in Sicily. Eight of his Ministers were tried by court martial and shot. M. Venizelos fortunately survived these events, and saved what he could out of the wreck when peace was made with the Turks in the Treaty of Lausanne in July, 1923.
The Chanak Crisis
In the meantime the Greek disaster and their own dissensions left the Allies in an extremely embarrassed position.  Thinking themselves secure in Constantinople, they had rejected a proposal from the Turkish Nationalists for the neutralization of the Straits under the control of the League of Nations, and now were in a position in which they could only secure this desirable result by coercing the Turks.   Mr. Lloyd George, who had been  prominent  in  encouraging  the  Greeks,   felt  himself honourably bound to face this necessity.   On September 16, 1922, he issued a manifesto to the press, declaring it to be the opinion of the British Government that it would be a calamity of the first order, threatening all that had been won in the war politically and economically in the Near East, to permit the Turks to encroach upon the neutral zones and dominate die Bosphorus and Dardanelles, and announcing that the British Dominions, Jugoslavia and   Rumania had   been   asked   to provide  troops if the  use  of force  became necessary for maintaining tie freedom of the Straits.   This incensed the Turks, who immediately made preparations  to  attack  the Allied detachments at Chanak on the Asiatic side of the Straits, and angered   the French  and Italian  Governments,  which ordered the immediate withdrawal of their troops, thus leaving the British to face a superior Turkish force single-handed.
Only the skilful diplomacy of General Harington, the British Commander-in-chief of the Allied forces in the Constantinople area, kept the peace, while the Allies considered what to do next. After a hurried consultation between Lord Curzon and M. Poincar^ they decided to invite the Turks to a Feace Conference on the basis of recognizing Turkish sover-«pty not only in Asia Minor, but in Thrace up to the River Manm. An armistice was signed on these terms and accepted

